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Xcel Energy in Colorado 
Public Service Co. of 

Colorado 
 

• 1.4 million electric customers 
 

• 1.3 million natural gas customers 
 

• 3,800 CO employees 
 

• $4.2 billion in revenues 
 

• $477 million taxes & franchises 
 

• $727 million local spending 
 

• 2,365 MW wind with additional 250 

MW planned (#1 nationwide 

provider) 
 

• 87 MW large solar with additional 

170 MW planned 
 

• Dow Jones Sustainability Index – 

100% in water-related risk 

management 



Source: US Global Change Research Program 

Competition! 



Who are the competitors? 



Source: Colorado Foundation for Water Education, Headwaters Magazine 

All users are not equal! 



Xcel Energy in Colorado 

Treated effluent 

Municipal raw water 

Provide to M&I useProvide to M&I use  

Provide to Ag useProvide to Ag use  

Municipal trade 

ATM X2 

Provide to Industrial useProvide to Industrial use  
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New opportunities? 



Dominated by once-through cooling 

  

Dominated by 

evaporative 

cooling 

Source: US Geological Survey;http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/wupt.html 

Location, type of use & institutions are 
critical! 



Source: Rogers, J., K. Averyt, S. Clemmer, M. Davis, F. Flores-Lopez, P. Frumhoff, D. Kenney, J. Macknick, N. Madden, J. Meldrum, 

J. Overpeck, S. Sattler, E. Spanger-Siegfried, and D. Yates. 2013.  Water-smart power: Strengthening the U.S. electricity system in a 

warming world. Cambridge, MA: Union of Concerned Scientists. 

Winners and losers? 
Arid Humid 
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Thanks! 


